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affairs to the condition in which they had been when we
commenced the investment of Paris, was a fresh proof that
the Parisian authorities were only seeking pretexts for
preventing the nation from electing its representatives."

At the close of his last interview with Thiers, the Chan-
cellor requested him to inform his Government that, if it
should wish to proceed with the elections without conclud-
ing an armistice, he (Bismarck) would give orders that no
hindrance whatsoever should be offered to the elections in
any of the districts occupied by the German army. But on
November 6 Thiers received orders from his Government
to break off negotiations and forthwith quit the Prussian
head-quarters.

A very curious claim was put forward by the French with
respect to the contemplated Conference for taking into
consideration the Russian Circular of October 31. As
France had signed the 1856 Treaty (which this Circulai
proposed to alter) she was invited to send a representative
to London, where the Conference was to be held; and the
Paris Government chose Favre, who, however, as he
avowed with quaint frankness in a Circular Despatch
(January 12), was not so much intended to assist in the
discussion, at London, of the Russian Circular, as to protest
against the bombardment of Paris, and to exhort the Powers
to come to the aid of France. When, however, he applied
to Bismarck (January 13) for a pass, he was informed that
his request could not be granted, seeing that in it he had
described himself as " the representative of France at the
Conference," whereas the Paris Government had not yet
been acknowledged by the French nation; and further,
that he could not be permitted to go to London with the
purposes avowed in his Circular of the i2th. To this
refusal was appended a polite hint to the effect that those